
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is reserved for Orthodox Christians who are at peace with their 

neighbor and have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and repentance. If you 

are an Orthodox visitor and wish to commune, please visit with Fr. Irineos before 

the service.  Non-Orthodox are welcome to venerate the Holy Cross and receive 

and share with us the blessed bread (antidoron) at the end of the service. 

 

Visitors 

If this is your first time to visit us here at St. Andrew Orthodox Church, please 

sign our guestbook, and be sure to ask for a visitor’s package before you leave!  

We welcome you and look forward to getting to know you better! 

 

About the Vasilopita 

The tradition of baking and cutting a special "pita" each year on January 1st is 

observed in honor of our holy father Basil the Great, hence its name "Vasilopita" 

meaning "St. Basil's Bread." This tradition is observed in both parish churches and 

in the homes of the faithful. What is the meaning of this tradition and how did it 

begin? One year, during a time of terrible famine, the emperor levied a sinfully 

excessive tax upon the people of Caesarea. Learning of this injustice upon his 

flock, St. Basil the Great, the archbishop of Caesarea, took up his bishop's staff 

and the book of the holy Gospels and came to his people's defense by fearlessly 

calling the emperor to repentance. By God's grace, the emperor did repent! He 

canceled the tax and instructed his tax collectors to turn over to St. Basil all of the 

chests containing the coins and jewelry which had been paid as taxes by the people 

of Caesarea. But now St. Basil was faced with the daunting and impossible task of 

returning these thousands of coins and pieces of jewelry to their rightful owners. 

After praying for a long time before the icons of our Master Christ and His All-

Holy Mother, St. Basil had all the treasures baked into one huge pita. He then 

called all the townspeople to prayer at the cathedral, and, after Divine Liturgy, he 

blessed and cut the pita, giving a piece to each person. Miraculously, each owner 

received in his piece of Vasilopita his own valuables.  In remembrance of that 

miracle wrought by God as a result of St. Basil's love and defense of his people, 

Orthodox Christians have observed the tradition of the Vasilopita each year on 

January 1st-- the date on which St. Basil reposed in the Lord in the year 379. 
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Circumcision of our Lord 

St Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea. 

Tone 7 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Feast) 

“O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance!” 

 

Tone 1 Prokeimenon (St. Basil) 

My mouth shall speak wisdom, 

and the meditation of my heart shall be understanding. 

 

Tone 7 Troparion   (Resurrection) 

By Your Cross You destroyed death./ To the thief You opened Paradise./ For the 

Myrrhbearers You changed weeping into joy./ And You commanded Your 

disciples, O Christ God,/ to proclaim that You are risen,// granting the world great 

mercy. 

 
 Tone 1 Troparion   (Feast) 

O Jesus, Who in the highest dost sit with Thine unoriginate Father and the divine 

Spirit upon a fiery throne,/ Thou wast well pleased to be born on earth of Thy 

Mother,/ a Maiden who knew not man;/ wherefore, thou wast circumcised as a 

babe eight days of age./ Glory to Thine all good counsel!/  Glory to Thy 

dispensation.// Glory to Thy condescension, O Thou Who alone lovest mankind! 

 

Tone 4 Troparion  (St. Basil) 

Thy fame has gone forth into all the earth,/ which has received thy word./ Thereby 

thou hast taught the Faith; thou hast revealed the nature of created things;/ thou 

hast made a royal priesthood of the ordered life of men./ Righteous Father Basil, 

intercede with Christ our God/ that our souls may be saved. 

 

Tone 3 Kontakion  (St. Basil) 

Thou wast an unshaken foundation of the Church/ and didst give to all mortals an 

inviolate lordship/ which thou didst seal with thy doctrine,/ O righteous Basil, / 

revealer of the mysteries of heaven. 

 

Tone 3 Kontakion   (Feast) 

In undergoing circumcision/ the Lord of all has circumcised the sins of mortal 

men./ On this day He gives salvation to the world./ And the Hierarch Basil, the 

Creator's lightbearer/ and Christ's mystic, rejoices in the highest. 

 

Epistle - Colossians 2:8-12 

 

     8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 9 For in 

him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10 And ye are complete in 

him, which is the head of all principality and power: 11 In whom also ye are 

circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of 

the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 12 Buried with him in baptism, 

wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who 

hath raised him from the dead. 

 

 

 

 

2 Timothy 4:5-8 - (Sunday before Theophany) 

 

     5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 

make full proof of thy ministry. 6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time 

of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 

I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and 

not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

 

Gospel – Mark 1:1-8 

 

     1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; 2 As it is written 

in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare 

thy way before thee. 3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 

way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and 

preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. 5 And there went out 

unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of 

him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 And John was clothed with 

camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and 

wild honey; 7 And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, 

the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. 8 I indeed 

have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 

 

Luke 2:20-21, 40-52 

 

     20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 

that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 21 And when eight days 

were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, 

which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 40 And 

the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of 

God was upon him. 41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast 

of the passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem 

after the custom of the feast. 43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they 

returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother 

knew not of it. 44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a 

day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 45 And 

when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 46 

And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in 

the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. 47 And all 

that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. 48 And when 

they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast 

thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 49 

And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be 

about my Father's business? 50 And they understood not the saying which he 

spake unto them. 51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was 

subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus 

increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 
 

 

 


