
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saints Commemorated Today 

 

The Venerable Daniel the Stylite 

The Venerable Luke the Stylite 

The Venerable Nicon the Dry 

The Holy Martyr Mirax 

 

The Sunday of the Holy Forefathers 

The Sunday of the Holy Forefathers is the Sunday that falls between December 

11-17, the second Sunday before the Nativity. The ancestors of Christ 

according to the flesh are remembered on this Sunday of the Nativity Fast. 

 

All the great Fathers and Mothers and Prophets of the Old Testament, starting 

with Adam, Abraham, the Righteous Sarah, Isaac and Jacob, including Holy 

Prophet Elias and Daniel, and concluding with Holy Prophet Zechariah 

(Zachary), Joachim and Anna, Holy Prophet and Forerunner John the Baptist 

and The Theotokos. They lived before the Law and under the Law, especially 

the Patriarch Abraham, to whom God said, "In thy seed shall all of the nations 

of the earth be blessed" (Genesis 12:3, 22:18). 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is reserved for Orthodox Christians who are at peace with 

their neighbor and have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and repentance. 

Non-Orthodox are welcome to venerate the Holy Cross and receive and share 

with us the blessed bread (antidoron) at the end of the service.  If you are an 

Orthodox visitor and wish to commune, please visit with Fr. Irineos before the 

Liturgy. 

 

Visitors 

If this is your first time to visit us here at St. Andrew Orthodox Church, please 

sign our guestbook, and be sure to ask for a visitor’s package before you leave!  

We welcome you and look forward to getting to know you better! 
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Prokeimenon - Tone 4 

 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers,// and praised and glorified is  

Thy name unto the ages! 

 

Tone 4 Troparion   (Resurrection) 

 

When the women Disciples of the Lord/ learned from the Angel the joyous 

message of thy Resurrection,/ they cast away the ancestral curse/ and elatedly 

told the Apostles:/“Death is overthrown!/ Christ God is risen,// granting the 

world great mercy!” 

 

Tone 2  Troparion  (The Holy Forefathers) 

 

“By faith didst Thou justify the Forefathers,/ when through them Thou didst 

betroth Thyself aforetime to the Church from among the nations./  The Saints 

boast in glory that from their seed there is a glorious fruit,/ even she that bare 

Thee seedlessly.//  By their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls.” 

 

 

Tone 2  Kontakion (The Holy Forefathers) 

 

A hand-wrought image ye would not worship, / O thrice-blessed ones; / but 

armed with the Indescribable Essence, / ye were glorified in your ordeal by 

fire./ Standing in the midst of the irresistible flame, ye called upon God: / 

Speed Thou, O Compassionate One, / and hasten, as Thou art Merciful, // to 

come unto our aid, for Thou art able if Thou will it. 
 

Epistle - Colossians 3:4-11 

 

     4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 

him in glory. 5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 

fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and 

covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things' sake the wrath of God 

cometh on the children of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also walked some 

time, when ye lived in them. 8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, 

malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to 

another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have 

put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that 

created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 
 

 

Gospel - Luke 14:16-24 

 

     16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade 

many: 17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, 

Come; for all things are now ready. 18 And they all with one consent began to 

make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I 

must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 19 And another said, I 

have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me 

excused. 20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot 

come. 21 So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the 

master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the 

streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and 

the halt, and the blind. 22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast 

commanded, and yet there is room. 23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go 

out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 

may be filled. 24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were 

bidden shall taste of my supper. 

 

REFLECTION (from the Prologue of Ochrid) 

 

The Lord preserveth all them that love him (Psalm 145:20). The lives of the 

saints confirm this as clearly as the sun. Certain envious priests complained to 

Patriarch Anatolius about St. Daniel, slandering him and saying that he was a 

magician. In essence, they were envious of the exceedingly young ascetic, who 

surpassed them in all the virtues and attracted many people to himself by his 

way of life. The patriarch summoned Daniel and examined him regarding his 

faith and his way of life. When Daniel told him everything, the patriarch rose 

from his seat, embraced him, praised him, and dismissed him in peace. Several 

days later, Patriarch Anatolius became ill, summoned Daniel and asked him to 

pray to God for his recovery. Daniel prayed to God, and the patriarch was 

immediately restored to health. Since the patriarch wanted to reward Daniel 

somehow, the young saint begged him to forgive his slanderers as his reward. 

To this the patriarch replied: ``How can I not forgive them when they are the 

authors of so much good, namely, that I now know you and have received 

healing through you?'' Truly, the Lord preserves all who love Him, and He 

turns to their good the evil that men conceive against them. 

 

While St. Nicon the Dry was a slave among the Tartars, his master became sick 

and was at the point of death. Seeing that he would soon die, he ordered his 

sons to crucify Nicon at the head of his grave after his death. St. Nicon, 

discerning the future, saw that his cruel master would be baptized and prayed 

to God for his restoration to health. Contrary to all expectations, the Tartar 

recovered. Thus, by prayer, Nicon saved himself from physical death and his 

master from spiritual death. 


