
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saints Commemorated Today 

Holy Greatmartyress Barbara and Martyress Juliania 

Monk John Damascene 

Sainted Gennadii, Archbishop of Novgorod 

 

A Prayer to St. Barbara by St. John of Damascus 

 

O Saint of Christ, and victorious Martyr Barbara, you dwell not only in the 

place of which you are the pride, and your grace of healing is not 

circumscribed, but you go throughout the whole world to those you approach 

you with fervent faith, and celebrate your yearly memory. They are healed 

from the wounds of sicknesses, and you bend down to the people of every age, 

and remove the indignant power of demons. For those in need have only to call 

upon your untiring help to be delivered from all dangers and trials. And for us 

who love and honor your care in faith, which commands honor, and who take 

refuge in your help and intercessions, become, O Champion Barbara, and 

victorious and ever-honored and ever-memorable, and most-famed Martyr, and 

Athlete of the Heavenly King who competed lawfully, a defender and 

champion for us in every trial, and a ceaseless intercessor towards the all-good 

Christ our God, together with His Beginningless and Unoriginate and 

worshiped Father, and the Consubstantial and Life-creating Spirit, to Whom 

belong glory, honor and worship, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Holy Communion is reserved for Orthodox Christians who are at peace with their 

neighbor and have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and repentance. Non-

Orthodox are welcome to venerate the Holy Cross and receive and share with us 

the blessed bread (antidoron) at the end of the service. 

 

Visitors 

If this is your first time to visit us here at St. Andrew Orthodox Church, please 

sign our guestbook, and be sure to ask for a visitor’s package before you leave!  

We welcome you and look forward to getting to know you better! 
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Tone 3 Troparion   (Resurrection) 

Let the heavens rejoice!/ Let the earth be glad!/ For the Lord has shown strength 

with His arm./ He has trampled down death by death./ He has become the firstborn 

of the dead./ He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to the 

world// great mercy. 

 

Tone 4 Troparion   (St. Andrew) 

As the first-called of the Apostles/ and brother of their leader,/ O Andrew entreat 

the Master of all,/ that peace be granted unto the world/ and great mercy to our 

souls. 

 

Tone 8 Troparion  (Great Martyr Barbara) 

Let us honor the holy Martyr Barbara,/ for, as a bird, she escaped the snares of the 

Enemy,// and destroyed them through the help and defense of the Cross! 

 

Tone 8 Troparion  (Venerable John of Damascus) 

Champion of Orthodoxy, teacher of purity and of true worship,/ the enlightener of 

the universe and the adornment of hierarchs;/ all wise Father John, your teachings 

have gleamed with light upon all things.// Intercede before Christ God to save our 

souls! 

 

 Tone 3  Kontakion (Resurrection) 

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One,/ leading us from the 

gates of death./ On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices;/ with the Prophets and 

Patriarchs// they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power. 

 

Tone 2  Kontakion (St. Andrew) 

The divinely eloquent namesake of manliness,/ the eminent follower of the 

Church,/ the kinsman of Peter, let us praise,/ for as of old he was called, so now he 

calleth us:// Come ye, we have found the Desired One! 

 

Kontakion Tone 4 (Great Martyr Barbara) 

Singing the praises of the Trinity,/ you followed God by enduring suffering;/ you 

renounced the multitude of idols,/ O holy martyr Barbara. 

In your struggles, you were not frightened by the threats of your torturers,/ but cried out 

in a loud voice:// “I worship the Trinity in one Godhead.” 

 

Kontakion Tone 4 (Venerable John of Damascus) 

Let us sing praises to John, worthy of great honor,/ the composer of hymns, the star and 

teacher of the Church,/ the defender of her doctrines:/ through the might of the Lord’s 

Cross he overcame heretical error,// and as a fervent intercessor before God he entreats 

that forgiveness of sins. 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion  (Theotokos) 

Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator,/ despise not 

the cries of us sinners;/ but in thy goodness come speedily to help us who call on thee 

in faith./  Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos,// for thou 

dost ever protect those who honor thee! 

 

 

Epistle - Colossians 1:12-18 

 

     12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers 

of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us from the 

power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 

In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16 

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 

or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all 

things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the 

church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 

might have the preeminence. 

 

Gospel - Luke 17:12-19 

 

     12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were 

lepers, which stood afar off: 13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, 

Master, have mercy on us. 14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go 

shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they 

were cleansed. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 

back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 And fell down on his face at his 

feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 17 And Jesus answering said, 

Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 18 There are not found 

that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 19 And he said unto him, 

Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole. 

 

Adult Education Class Beginning 

 

Today is the Feast Day, not only of St. Barbara, but also of St. John 

Damascene.  St. John is numbered among the great fathers of the Church.  A 

great ascetic monk, St. John composed the Funeral Hymns and compiled the 

Octoechos (The Book of Eight Tones), the Irmologion, the Menologion and 

the Paschal Canon, and he wrote many theological works of inspiration and 

profundity.  One of his most famous works is called “An Exact Exposition of 

the Orthodox Faith.”  Beginning the Sunday after Nativity, we will have an 

Adult Education Class in over coffee where we explore St. John’s Exposition 

chapter by chapter.  The work is available free online and each chapter is short 

and self-contained, so if you miss one Sunday, you can start fresh the next 

Sunday.  Please plan to stay for fellowship and adult education after Liturgy 

beginning January 14. 

 

On a related note, if you are interested in helping with a youth education 

program, please see Judith Floyd or Bp. Irineos. 

 


