
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel - Luke 18:35-43 

     35 And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat 

by the way side begging: 36 And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant. 

37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by. 38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, 

thou son of David, have mercy on me. 39 And they which went before rebuked him, that 

he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou son of David, have mercy 

on me. 40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he 

was come near, he asked him, 41 Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And 

he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight. 42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy 

sight: thy faith hath saved thee. 43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed 

him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God. 

 

Gospel – Matthew 5:14-19 (Ss. Athanasios and Cyril of Alexandria) 

    14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor 

do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all 

who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven. 17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law 

or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till 

heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till 

all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 

teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and 

teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Saints Commemorated Today 

Sainted Athanasios and Cyril, Archbishops of Alexandria. 

Monk Athanasii of Syadem and Vologda 

Righteous Afanasii of Navoltsk 

Monk Marcian of Syr 

 

The Monk Marcian of Syr' asceticised in the wilderness near the city of Syr'. 

Having built himself a small hut, he settled in it, passing the time at prayer, singing 

psalms and reading the Divine books. His food was very skimpy. Reports about his holy 

life attracted to him many zealous ascetics, and the Monk Marcian established a 

monastery for them.  The blessing of God rested upon the saint, and he possessed the gift 

of wonderworking. One time a serpent crawled into his cell towards him, and the monk 

made the sign of the cross and the serpent perished, having been burnt up by flames. At 

night, when the ascetic read, an Heavenly light shined for him. The monk also worked 

many other miracles on behalf of the brethren. He died in peace about the year 388. 
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Tone 2 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 

 

The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation. 

 

Tone 8 Prokeimenon (Ss. Athanasios and Cyril of Alexandria) 

  

The saints shall boast in glory and they shall rejoice upon their beds. 

 

Tone 2 Troparion   (Resurrection) 

 

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal, / Thou didst slay hell with the 

splendor of Thy divinity! / And when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, / 

all the powers of heaven cried out: // O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to Thee! 

 

Tone 3 Troparion   (Ss. Athanasios and Cyril of Alexandria) 

 

Shining forth with works of Orthodoxy,/ ye quenched every false belief and 

teaching and became trophy-bearers and conquerors./ And since ye made all things 

rich with true piety,/ greatly adorning the Church with magnificence,/ Athanasius 

and wise Cyril, ye justly found Christ God,// Who through your prayers doth grant 

great mercy unto all. 

 

 Tone 2  Kontakion (Resurrection) 

 

Hell became afraid, O Almighty Savior, / seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection 

from the tomb! / The dead arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced 

with Thee! / And the world, O my Savior, praises Thee forever. 

 

Tone 4 Kontakion   (Ss. Athanasios and Cyril of Alexandria) 

 

Great high priests of piety and noble champions of the holy Church of Christ,/ keep 

and preserve all those who chant:/ O most compassionate Lord,// do Thou 

graciously save those who faithfully honor Thee. 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Holy Communion is reserved for Orthodox Christians who are at peace with their 

neighbor and have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and repentance. Non-

Orthodox are welcome to venerate the Holy Cross and receive and share with us the 

blessed bread (antidoron) at the end of the service. 

 

 

 

Epistle - Colossians 3:12-16 

 

     12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 

kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13 Forbearing one another, and 

forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, 

so also do ye. 14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of 

perfectness. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are 

called in one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 

all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

 

Epistle – Hebrews 13:7-16 (Ss. Athanasios and Cyril of Alexandria) 

 

  7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose 

faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. 8 Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever. 9 Do not be carried about[a] with various and strange 

doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have 

not profited those who have been occupied with them.  10 We have an altar from which 

those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals, 

whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside 

the camp. 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own 

blood, suffered outside the gate. 13 Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, 

bearing His reproach. 14 For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to 

come. 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, 

the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 16 But do not forget to do good and to 

share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

 

Reflection from the Prologue of Ochrid 

 

To the question: "Why did the Son of God appear on earth in a human body 

and not in another form of creation?", the brilliant St. Athanasius replied in this manner: 

"If they ask why did He not appear in some other better form of creation, for example: as 

the sun or the moon, or the stars or fire, or the wind but just as a man? Let them know 

that the Lord did not come to show Himself but to heal and teach sufferers. For, to reveal 

Himself only to amaze the viewers would mean to come for a show. It was necessary for 

the Healer and the Teacher, not only to come, but to serve for the benefit of the suffering 

ones and to reveal Himself as such so that this revelation would be bearable for the 

sufferers. Not one single creature was in error in the eyes of God, except man alone: 

neither the sun, nor the moon, nor the sky, nor the stars, nor water, nor wind did betray 

their ranks but, on the contrary, knowing their Creator and their King - The Word [The 

Logos], they all remained as they were created; only human beings separated themselves 

from good and replaced truth with deceit, and the honor belonging to God, as well as the 

knowledge about Him, they transferred to devils and to men carved out of stone [idols]. 

What is, therefore, so unbelievable in this, that the Logos [The Word - The Son Of God] 

appeared as a man to save mankind?" Indeed, even as we ask the unbelievers of our day: 

In what form would you wish God to appear, if not as a man? 

 

 


